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ADDITIONAL MODIFIED PROCEDURES GOVERNING PRE-TRIAL DETENTION AND 

RELEASE IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
  

The Presiding Judge of the Superior Court, Harold W.L. Willocks, today signed 2  

administrative orders governing procedures for the handling of Motions filed for Pre-trial Release 

and Pre-sentenced defendants in response to the novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”) pandemic.   

Specifically, Superior Court Miscellaneous Order SX-2020-MC-0032 establishes minimum filing 

requirements for such “Compassionate Release Motions”, timeframes for response and protocols 

for emergency hearings. Presiding Judge Willocks expressed the Court’s concern over the 

potential for an outbreak of the COVID-19 virus in detention and correctional facilities, and stated 

in the order, that the court can expect motions for release to be filed based on the pandemic.  

Superior Court Miscellaneous Order SX-2020-MC-00033 establishes that for the sole 

purpose of Compassionate Release Motions, the Office of the Territorial Public Defender will be 

appointed to represent defendants without counsel, including those whose counsel is unavailable 

or unable to be contacted. The order further directs the Office of the Public Defender to promptly  

notify the Clerk of Court of any conflict of interest with such appointments. Both orders take effect 

at 12:00 A.M. on April 22, 2020. 

Presiding Judge Willocks issued today’s orders pursuant to authority conferred by the 

Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands in a March 20, 2020 administrative order.  That order, signed 

by Chief Justice Rhys S Hodge, suspended all non-essential Judicial Branch services effective 

Monday March 23, 2020 and adopted interim procedures for matters before the Superior Court of 

the Virgin Islands and the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands.  The order further authorized the 

Superior Court to supplement those precautionary measures in consultation with the Chief Justice 

and the Administrator of Courts. 
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